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COMMODORE’S LOG 

 
 
The Marina Bay Yacht Club is at a crossroad.  On one 
hand we are becoming a full-time club and the 
evidence of this is seen by the development of the 
clubhouse (new dishwasher, new carpeting and keys 
for members); yet, while we’re quite solvent now, we 
are beginning to see that we’ll have a financial 
struggle of paying for this new status in the future. 

Our lease agreement with the City of 
Richmond requires us to pay a fair market rent rate 
for the clubhouse.  Our current membership level 
does not support this higher rate; therefore we either 
need to increase membership or find alternate sources 
of revenue to pay our costs. 

Your board of directors has worked diligently 
to resolve this issue over these past months and I 
believe they are headed in the right direction: increase 
membership and find new ways to increase club 
revenue.  Membership dropped off with the downturn 
in the economy but has picked back up in the past two 
months.  We’re attracting some really good people 
and I look forward to their active participation in the 
club. 

Two upcoming events mark the evolution of the 
club: 

1) The Corsair Owners Association Dinner in 
June.  We are hosting this dinner for this 
group’s national regatta.  MBYC is getting 
widespread attention from boaters for our 
participation in this event.  We are hopeful 

that a national sponsor like Harken will 
become involved.  We need volunteers to host 
the club, tend the bar and host the dinner.  Can 
we count on you?  Please contact Kat Decker 
at PortCaptain@MarinaBayYC.com for more 
information and to sign up. 

2) In July, Eric Anderson (our new Vice 
Commodore) will host a truly great event.  
With help from his family, there will be a 
professional wine tasting followed by a multi-
course dinner cooked by professional chefs.  
At May’s dinner we advised club members 
that they must get their reservations in ASAP.  
We’ll be inviting other clubs and boating 
groups to attend as well.  This event should 
create a new awareness from the boating 
community about Marina Bay Yacht Club. 

In the last Signal I noted that we are a “volunteer” 
club and rely upon members to make a difference.  
Here are two special events that we need your help to 
make a success.  Feel free to contact me at 
Commodore@MarinaBayYC.com or contact Kat 
Decker at PortCaptain@MarinaBayYC.com . 
By the way, we had a tremendous cruise-out to South 
Beach in San Francisco – thanks to all who came, but 
especially to Fleet Captain Jan Wigle for great event. 
 
                                  -----Mike Green, Commodore 
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MBYC HOTLINES 
 
Commodore 
Michael Green            (707) 864-6608 
            Commodore@MarinaBayYC.com 
Vice Commodore 
Eric Anderson            (510) 237-9800 
     ViceCommodore@MarinaBayYC.com  
Rear Commodore 
Ardelle Cirino             (510) 816-3059 
     RearCommodore@MarinaBayYC.com   
Secretary 
Jim Taylor                   (707) 575-1104 
                 Secretary@MarinaBayYC.com 
Treasurer 
Jim Butchart                (707) 546-8323 

    Treasurer@MarinaBayYC.com 
Fleet Captain 
Jan Wigle                    (209) 527-7775 
            FleetCaptain@MarinaBayYC.com 
Port Captain 
Katherine Decker        (707) 678-4924 

PortCaptain@MarinaBayYC.com 
Safety Officer 
George Naill               (707) 481-1806 
          SafetyOfficer@MarinaBayYC.com 
Past Commodore 
Phillip Coker               (916) 769-1191 
      PastCommodore@MarinaBayYC.com 
PICYA Representative 
Don Wigle                  (209) 527-7775 
                                wigles@sbcglobal.net 
YRA Representative 
      -----Open 
Signal Editor 
Erwin Gove  (925) 254-4705 
            SignalEditor@MarinaBayYC.com 

Marina Bay Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 281, Sta. A 
Richmond, CA 94808 
(510) 232-6292 
Website: www.MarinaBayYC.com 
Webmaster 
Ed Johnson                  (510) 235-6008 
              WebMaster@MarinaBayYC.com   
 
Clubhouse: The Boathouse 
2580 Spinnaker Way, Richmond CA 

 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
At the Board meeting held on May 17, 
2003 the following people were elected to 
membership in Marina Bay Yacht Club: 
 

• Enya Baker and Jennifer Erickson 
of Richmond. 

 
• Don Dunn and Donna Smith of 

Carmichael. 
 

 
Welcome to the Club! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
Larry Thornberry of Dublin, who drives 
the Hatteras 50 Angel Gia 
 
 
 
 
Ira and Rosie Clancy of Richmond  
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CRUISE NEWS 
 

MI HI II & AMAZING GRACE 
 
Joe Ledbetter and Adeliza Flores on Mi Hi II and James 
and Pamela Duvall on Amazing Grace took off on their 
two boats bound for Hawaii, on May 25.  They have 
registered on Yotreps so that us land-bound people can 
track their progress.  Below is an e-mail from Joe giving 
the details.                                          -----Ed Johnson 

 

 
Mi Hi 

We have registered our boat in YOTREPS.  This is a free 
service that tracks boat passages.  We are going to try to 
make regular contact with this service through radio to 
give them our position.  They then take this 
information and plot it on a chart.  You can check their 
website and look up our track and our last known position 
by doing the following: 
1) Go to the website: http://www.pangolin.co.nz 
2) Click on YOTREPS Offshore Report (one of the green 
tabs on the top of the page).  This will take you to the 
YOTREPS screen. 
3) Then, click on Boat Reports (one of the green tabs on 
top of the page) 
4) A new screen will show a list of boats that have been 
tracked or are being tracked. 
5) Under the YOTREPS ID column, go down the list and 
look for KG6QOD.  The name of our boat is MI HI II. 
6) Click on the highlighted word "track" in the last column 
and it will open up a simple map with the position track of 
the vessel. 

Steps 1 and 2 can be bypassed if you go directly to 
http://www.pangolin.co.nz/yotreps/reporter_list.php 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We are not listed yet because we have not made 
our first contact.  Please note that we might not be able to 
connect regularly.  If our position is not updated, it is not 
sufficient to assume that we are lost!  Of course, 
we will still be e-mailing as often as allowed. 

                                                  -----Joe Ledbetter 
                                                              Mi Hi 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

NATARAJA 
 

Eric Willbur  and Emmy Newbould on Nataraja  are 
leaving Hawaii on June 1st to sail to Alaska.  You can track 
their progress on Yotreps.  Their Yotreps reporting ham 
call sign is KD5SIT.  These folks really get around! 
                                                                 -----Ed Johnson 

 
JULY DINNER IN A FOREIGN LAND 

 
Come and enjoy a night in Tuscany with food and wine 
tasting, hosted by Eric Anderson. 

The dinner on July 19th at our clubhouse will 
feature food from the Tuscan region of Italy along with 
samplings of various Italian wines.  A wine expert will be 
on hand throughout the dinner to describe the various 
wines that we will be tasting, and the pairings to various 
food courses.  

Since wine is to be enjoyed with food, the wine 
tasting will be offered with each course presented, starting 
with appetizers, then a three-course dinner.  Each course 
will have wine parings to sample.  This will be a full table 
service so come, relax, and enjoy.  All wines being 
sampled will also be available for purchase. 
 Appetizers will begin at 5:00 PM, followed by 
dinner.  Make reservations by June 5th, either by e-mail to 
the Port Captain or call 707-678-4924. 
                                                                  -----Kat Decker 
                                                                        Port Captain 

MBYC Signal – June 2003 – Pg 3 

http://www.pangolin.co.nz/
http://www.pangolin.co.nz/yotreps/reporter_list.php


George Naill’s 
SAFETY FORUM 

 
BOAT SAFETY GROUNDING 

 
While recently cruising through Nigel Calder’s 
“Boatowner’s Mechanical and Electrical Manual”, trying 
to get a better handle on boat grounding, I ran across a 
sidebar on page 98 labeled “Swimmers Beware”.  It warns 
that if the ground wire in a shore power cord doesn’t have 
a good electrical connection from the shore wiring system 
to the boat’s grounding system, a short circuit in the AC 
(115 or 230 volt) system on board can electrocute a person 
in the water nearby.  The small electric current that can run 
through a person’s body can paralyze muscles, which can 
stop breathing and result in drowning, leaving no evidence 
of the cause. 

The boat’s ground consists of battery negative, 
engine block, electric appliance and instrument cases, and 
perhaps through-hulls.  This equipment should all be 
interconnected, and connected to the AC ground wire. 
 A problem with the ground wire in the AC shore 
power cord may be due to the grounding prong on the 
connector having been cut off, prong loose in the socket, 
broken wire, or bad wire connection to one of the sockets.  
Or in my case, the ground wire was disconnected from the 
boat’s ground system…purposefully, to prevent my sail-
drive from again having holes eaten in it by stray electric 
currents from neighboring boats in the marina. 
 I’ll solve my problem by installing a galvanic 
isolator in the AC ground circuit and reconnecting the 
ground wire to the engine block. 
 For your safety, any time you want to swim 
around your boat in the marina (?) or enter the water to 
clean the hull or ream through-hulls, you should 
disconnect your shore power cord on shore.  Also 
disconnect your immediate neighbors’ cords.  If they have 
an electrical problem, you’ll be swimming in their 
electrical field and are at risk. 
                                                               -----Erwin Gove 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
I think this is an important article.  It brings to mind the 
little girl who died up at Lake Sonoma a few years ago 
because of improper electrical wiring at the marina up 
there.  Scary stuff!  This just might save someone's life.  
Maybe this info should be posted around the marina, or 
included in the newsletters Marina Bay sends out as well 
as our own... sort of like a community service thing. 
                                                                  -----Ellie Naill 
 
 

CHICKEN CACCIATORE DINNER 
 
In response to several requests for the recipe for the 
chicken cacciatore that we cooked on May 17, here it is.  
We used thighs rather than whole chickens, and multiplied 
the basic recipe to feed the multitude.  The recipe came 
from a San Francisco Italian restaurant many years ago. 
The salad dressing recipe came from a winery in Morgan 
Hill, as best I can remember.  The cheesecake came from 
COSTCO.                                           -----Erwin Gove 
 

CHICKEN CACCIATORE 
 
1  3-lb frying chicken, cut up 
    Flour 
1/4  cup  olive oil 
1  No. 2 can (28 oz.) tomatoes 
2  cloves garlic, minced 
1-1/4  teaspoons salt 
1/2  teaspoon oregano, crumbled  
1/2  teaspoon basil, crumbled 
1/4  teaspoon pepper 
1/2 lb  fresh mushrooms, sliced 
1/4  cup sherry 
      Chopped parsley 
  
Dredge chicken in flour; brown in oil until golden.  Place 
in 2-1/2 quart casserole.  Add tomatoes to skillet and stir to 
deglaze pan; add garlic, salt, oregano, basil and pepper.  
Spread mushrooms over chicken; pour on tomato mixture.  
Cover and cook in 350-degree oven for about 45 minutes, 
or until chicken is tender.  Pour sherry over top; stir gently.  
Serve on hot platter and garnish with chopped parsley.  
Makes four generous servings. 
 

ITALIAN SALAD DRESSING 
(Live Oaks Winery) 

 
3/4  cup good olive oil  
1/3 cup pure wine vinegar 
1/2  teaspoon salt 
1  clove garlic, pressed 
1/4  teaspoon pepper 
1/2  teaspoon dry mustard  
1/2  teaspoon paprika 
1/2  teaspoon oregano 
 
Prepare at least one hour before using.  Shake all 
ingredients together in a covered jar until blended.  Shake 
several times during the hour wait. 
 

MBYC Signal – June 2003 – Pg 4 



FLEETING THOUGHTS 
 
 The Cruise-out to South Beach Harbor on May 24 
started out as many cruise-outs do: it was partly cloudy 
and breezy, and a small tide held the promise of a flat sail 
to South Bay. We were even treated to an interesting 
encounter between two sea lions outside the Richmond 
breakwater.  We weren't sure whether it was an altercation 
over a fish, a domestic squabble, or "something else." It 
looked like it was going to be a pleasant enough sail. 

BUT NO!  The wind piped up to 30 knots with 
gusts to 30 plus.  Ripple had started out with one reef--it is 
almost June--but we quickly decided to pull in the second 
reef just past South Hampton.  We had a fast, wet trip 
across the slot and made the trip in two hours flat. 
 Once Ripple was secure in the slip, other boats 
started arriving.  Nestor and Ardelle on Another Girl could 
have beat us in but had decided to let us arrive first (Fleet 
Captain's privilege?).  By mid-afternoon, we were all 
accounted for and we set about our individual agendas: 
food, repairs, exploring, and food (eating underway had 
been impossible). 
 That evening, most of us ate dinner at South Beach 
Yacht Club, which was hosting an Argentine barbecue.  
For those who are unfamiliar (as we were), the dinner 
consisted of various body parts of beef.  Actually, it was 
quite tasty, the empanadas were good, and it was an awful 
lot of fun! 
 Sunday dawned hazy and overcast.  Some of us 
went to the Java House for breakfast (with extra grease), 
and we set out on our respective adventures undaunted by 
the gray sky.  The Andersons, the Dennises, Larry 
Lawson, Erwin Gove, and Don and I headed to the Grand 
Parade and the Carnaval Festival. We took Muni and 
BART to get there, which was an entertaining process.  (It 
was observed by some that "Boat people shouldn't be 
allowed on land.")  However, once there, we were duly 
rewarded with the music, especially the drums, and the 
spectacle of the parade.  

Mike and Kasey Green and their friends, the 
Pordeses (non-members for now) took a later train, but we 
never found one another in the crowd.  The Butcharts went 
home early to reassure their teenagers that their house was 
not going to fall down after the 4.3 earthquake that had hit 
Santa Rosa in the middle of the night. 
 After the parade, our group split up.  Don and I 
and the Lizard Guy stayed for more of the festival, and the 
rest went in search of food that did not require standing in 
line.   

Meanwhile, Mike and Joanne Dranginis and Jim 
and Terry Taylor went downtown to visit the new Asian 

Art Museum.  The museum is located in the newly 
remodeled 1917 San Francisco main library.  They were 
fortunate to find a docent's tour starting just after entering 
the building and followed for nearly two hours. The 
building itself is a work of art and the contents are vast 
collections of wonderful Asian art treasures. They all 
enjoyed a very nice lunch at Cafe Asia in the museum. 
There was a good selection and reasonably priced food. 

They left and took the bus over to the San 
Francisco Maritime Museum at Aquatic Park and walked 
around a bit, taking in the exhibits there.  After an hour or 
so they walked through the Fisherman's Wharf area and 
took the trolley back to South Beach Marina.  There, some 
of us were reunited on the "N Line" and rode back to the 
harbor.  It was a most enjoyable adventure! 

Monday morning was clear, and the sun was 
shining.  We reluctantly departed, some of us putting it off 
until the last minute.  The sail home was wonderful-- 
another fast ride, 15-18 in the slot, but without the "drama" 
of the ride over. 

Hope to see you in Sausalito on June 7, or at 
Sequoia Yacht Club on July 5. Watch your e-mail for more 
about that, or contact me: 
FleetCaptain@MarinaBayYC.com or by phone: (209)527-
7775. 
       
(Jim Taylor contributed to this article.  Thanks, Jim.) 
                                        -----Jan Wigle, Fleet Captain 
_/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/) _/)  

 
RECIPROCITY---STRICTLY BETWEEN CLUBS 

 
Questions often arise about issues of reciprocity between 
yacht clubs and the role of PICYA with respect to this 
matter.  It is worth some time and space here to try to 
clarify this subject. 
 There are 98 yacht clubs and boating organizations 
in PICYA, each unique in size, structure, membership 
interests and facilities.  Therefore, it must be the 
responsibility of each club to develop its own program of 
activities and its own policies and procedures about 
reciprocity with other clubs. 
 There may be a misunderstanding by some, that 
membership in PICYA automatically confers reciprocal 
privileges among all clubs.  Clearly that cannot be the 
case.  While we believe that all of our member clubs have 
a spirit of sportsmanship and friendliness toward other 
boaters, we support every club’s right and responsibility to 
establish its own policies with respect to visiting 
privileges. 
     -----(Excerpted from the PICYA Log, May/June 2003) 
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MBYC 2003 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  
     
FEBRUARY 
           8-9  Cruise-out to China Camp 
 
            15  Board Meeting  
                  Valentine’s Day Mediterranean                  
                      Dinner (Cosper)            
        
            22  Berkeley YC Cruise-in 
                  Dinner (Lagier, Turner, Keppel)        

 
MARCH 
           8-9  Cruise-out to Coyote Pt. YC 
 
            15   Board Meeting 
                   St. Patrick’s Day Dinner (Cirino) 
 
APRIL 
           5   “Women Aboard” Cruise-in 
                       Meeting, Dinner (Kathy Smith) 
 
    19-20   Cruise-out to Clipper Cove 
           
         26    Board Meeting, Dinner 
 
MAY 
            3    Cinco de Mayo Dinner (Cirino) 
 
           17    Board Meeting 
                   Chicken Cacciatore Dinner (Gove) 
 
      24-26   Cruise-out to South Beach Harbor 
 
JUNE 
      7-8   Cruise-out to Sausalito YC 
  
       14   Board Meeting (1600) 
              Bridge Marina YC Cruise-in              
              Tri-Tip Dinner (Johnson) 
                      (1800/1900) 
 
       21   Corsair Marine group dinner 
 
       22   Open House (Cirino) (1200-1600) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
JULY 
        5-6   Cruise-out to Sequoia Yacht Club 
 
         12   James & Donna Smith (private) 
 
          19  Board Meeting  
                  Dinner with wine tasting 
 
AUGUST 
           16  Board Meeting 
                 Dinner 
 
       30-31  Cruise-out to Half Moon Bay 
 
SEPTEMBER 
             1   Cruise-out to Half Moon Bay (cont’d) 
 
            20  Board Meeting 
                  Dinner 
                  Richmond Marina “Festival by the Bay” 
 
OCTOBER 
       11-12  Cruise-out 
 
            18  Board Meeting 
                  General Membership Meeting 
                  Octoberfest Dinner (Duvall & Flores)                
Dinner 
 
NOVEMBER 
          8-9  Cruise-out to Golden Gate Yacht Club 
 
            15  Board Meeting 
                  Chili Cookoff Dinner 
 
DECEMBER 
            13  Board Meeting 
                  Holiday Dinner 
 
                  Cruise-out? 
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SMITTEN 
Catalina 42 

 
Captain Jim Butchart and crew 

ghosting up the San Francisco waterfront 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 
          Marina Bay Yacht Club 
       
            P. O. Box 281, Sta. A 
            Richmond, CA 94808 
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